The characteristic feature of the title molecule, C 16 H 23 NO 4 , is the syn configuration of the partially double amide C-N bond [C-N-C-O torsion angle = À14.8 (2) ]. The crystal packing is determined by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, which link the molecules into a double-chain structure extending along [010].
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The molecular structure is shown in Figure 1 . The crystal packing is determined by intermolecular N5-H···O2 and O1-H···O6 hydrogen bonds, which organize the molecules into infinite double chains parallel to the [010] direction (Fig.2) .
The geometrical parameters of the hydrogen bonds are listed in Table 1 .
S2. Experimental
(3R)-4-((tert-Butoxycarbonyl)amino-)-3-benzyl-butanoic acid was obtained from racemic (±)-3-aminomethyl-4-phenylbutanoic acid hydrochloride, which was synthesized following earlier published procedure (Felluga et al., 2008) , with some modifications. Ethyl (±)-3-nitromethyl-4-phenylbutanoate was hydrolyzed and then hydrogenated using 10% Pd/C to get acid, which was transformed into Boc-derivative and purified by crystallization from ethyl acetate/hexane. Acids were recovered from ethyl acetate solution using 1M NaHSO 4 solution.
The enantiomeric purity was determined according to the known procedure using N α -(2,4-dinitro-5-fluorophenyl)-Lvalinamide as derivating reagent (Marfey, 1984) . Sample of enantiomer (5 mg) was dissolved in TFA -dichloromethane
(1:1), the solution was shaken for 10 min, then solvents were removed by evaporation. The residue was dissolved in CH 2 Cl 2 and the solvent was removed again. This procedure was repeated five times to remove TFA completely. The dry residue was dissolved in 0.2 M NaHCO 3 to obtain 0.05 M solutions (0.5 mL) of (3R)-4-amino-3-benzyl-butanoic acid. Single crystals were obtained by recrystallization from acetonitrile at room temperatute.
S3. Refinement
All H atoms were located in difference Fourier maps but finally their positions were determined geometrically, except H5 that was freely refined. H atoms were refined as riding on their carriers with C-H= 0.95 Å for aromatic CH groups, 0.97 Å for CH 2 groups, 0.96 Å for methyl groups and N-H = 0.86 Å for the amide group, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N), except for methyl group where U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C). The absolute structure was known from the synthetic procedure and is confirmed by the Flack parameter of 0.05 (15).
Figure 1
The molecular structure with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
